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中南财经政法大学课程教学大纲

Course Syllabus of

Zhongnan University of Economics and Law

	Course Title:                              China’s Foreign Trade

	Course Code
	41103015
	Semester
	3

	Teaching Hours
	32
	Credits
	2

	Prerequisites
	International trade theory and policy

	Instructor Information

	Name
	Wenshou Yan
	Email
	wenshou.yan@zuel.edu.cn

	Institute
	School of Business Administration

	Applicable Object
	International Students (Master)

	Course Objectives
	Upon completion of the course, students should be able to 
- have a good understanding of the literature and important issues in the field;
- command some tools used to analyze the global strategy of China in terms of trade, FDI and growth;
--Acquainted with the trade and related policies and strategies as well. For details, students will know the historic progress in China’s foreign trade
- to identify interesting research questions and to implement their identified research in the global strategy area.

	Course Description

(200 words)
	Over the past three decades, the value of Chinese trade has approximately doubled every four years. This rapid growth has transformed the country from a negligible player in world trade to the world's second largest exporter, as well as a substantial importer of raw materials, intermediate inputs, and other goods. This course provides an overview of the microstructure of Chinese trade, its macroeconomic implications, trade disputes with other WTO member countries, the role of foreign firms, foreign strategies of China. The central goal of the course is to bring an international perspective to student thinking, relaxing some of the parameters typically placed on trade models to fit them into China’s situations. Students will gain some understanding of the international language of trade, and they will be better prepared to discuss the worldwide aspects of China’s function. To accomplish this objective, the course will facilitate a comprehensive discussion and analysis of international trade, FDI and China’s trade policy in which international trade compete. The course will also focus on a number of timely international issues and developments to help achieve the objective.


	Assessment Methods
	The course grade will be based on our evaluation of class participation (30%), final class presentation (50%)，and final paper(20%).
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	Course planning

	Chapter 1
	Lecture 1: Preface

Why it is important to understand China’s foreign trade?

Objects of this course

Structure of this course

Approaches to learn China’s foreign trade

Some data sources related to international trade 

Reading references

	Chapter 2 
	Lecture 2: Evolutions and current development of China’s foreign trade

Historical evolutions of China’s foreign trade

Stylized facts I: China’s trade in goods

Stylized facts II: China’s agricultural trade

Stylized facts III: China’s service trade

	Chapter 3
	Lecture 3: Foreign trade theory with Chinese characteristics

Formation and development of foreign trade thought with Chinese characteristics

Marxist theory and China’s foreign trade

Socialist theory and China’s foreign trade

The role of China’s foreign trade in the harmonious development of the economy and society under the condition of open economy

	Chapter 4
	Lecture 4: Traditional trade theories and China’s foreign trade

Absolute advantage theory

Ricardian model

Ricardian model and China’s foreign trade

Heckscher-Ohlin model

Heckscher-Ohlin model and China’s foreign trade

Comparative advantage and China’s foreign trade

	Chapter 5
	Lecture 5: New trade theories and China’s foreign trade

New trade theory (Krugman)

New trade theory and China’s foreign trade

Heterogenous firm theory (Melitz)

Heterogenous firms and China’s foreign trade

Global value chain theory (Baldwin)

GVC and China’s foreign trade

	Chapter 6
	Lecture 6: Theories of trade protection and China’s foreign trade

The infant-industry protection theory

The applications in China

Optimum tariff

The applications in China

Strategic trade and industrial policy

The applications in China

Political economy of trade policy

The applications in China

	Chapter 7
	Lecture 7: China’s foreign trade strategy

Content and Categories of Foreign Trade Strategy

Evolution of China’s Main Foreign Trade Strategy

Other Foreign Trade Strategy

Adjustment of China's foreign trade development strategy



	Chapter 8
	Lecture 8: WTO, foreign relationships, and trade frictions

China’s and WTO
China and the Future of the World Trade Organization
China's Foreign Trade Relations
Friction in China's Foreign Trade



