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b中南财经政法大学课程教学大纲

Course Syllabus of

Zhongnan University of Economics and Law

	Course Title: Literature Retrieval and Scientific Paper Writing

	Course Code
	41143006
	Semester
	1

	Teaching Hours
	32
	Credits
	2

	Prerequisites
	/

	Instructor Information

	Name
	Yongwei Song
	Email
	songyongwei@zuel.edu.cn

	Institute
	The School of Information and Safety Engineering

	Applicable Object
	International Students

	Course Objectives
	The course of literature retrieval and scientific paper writing is a professional compulsory course in the talent training program for international students in the first level discipline of environmental science and engineering, mainly for junior graduate students who have just entered the master's career. Through the study of this course, on the one hand, it is to guide and stimulate postgraduates' interest in scientific research, and cultivate their ability to use academic materials, grasp scientific research topics, carry out scientific research experiments, analyze experimental data and survey data, and carry out scientific research innovation. On the other hand, it is to enable graduate students to fully master the format and basic requirements of scientific and technological literature retrieval and scientific and technological paper writing, enable students to fully and systematically understand the ideas and methods of English academic writing, be familiar with the writing norms and skills of scientific and technological papers, and cultivate the ability of graduate students to write scientific and technological papers, so as to facilitate the smooth completion of their course papers, journal papers, and graduation papers, and lay a solid foundation for future work or further study.

Specific requirements:

(1) Understand the importance of literature retrieval in learning and scientific research; (2) Master the basic methods of literature retrieval from common foreign language databases; (3) Master the basic framework, writing standards, writing methods and submission skills of academic papers.



	Course Description

(200 words)
	The course of literature retrieval and scientific paper writing is a scientific method course that integrates theory, method and practice, and can stimulate students' innovative consciousness and cultivate their innovative ability. The purpose of this course is to enable graduate students to acquire certain ability to collect, sort, process and use literature information, so as to facilitate the successful completion of their course papers or graduation papers; At the same time, through the study of this course, students' learning, research and innovation abilities will be improved to better adapt to and meet the needs of the information society.

The specific content of this course includes two parts: literature retrieval and full-text acquisition, and writing and publishing skills of scientific papers. The former involves the characteristics and distribution of various documents, the rules of organization and use of traditional document retrieval tools, electronic document retrieval and full-text acquisition technologies, the characteristics and use methods of famous domestic and foreign title, abstract or index databases, citation databases, and full-text databases, and the rational use of documents; The latter analyzes the problems that students often encounter in writing and puts forward corresponding solutions, gradually guides students from paragraph organization to text structure, and chooses corresponding writing methods for different writing contents and goals.



	Assessment Methods
	Course Paper



	Textbooks and References
	(1) Barbara Gastel & Robert A. Day, How to Write and Publish a Scientific Paper, 8th Edition, 2018. 

(2) William Strunk, The Elements of Style, 2016.



	Course planning

	Chapter 1: 

Academic Writing
	Topic1: The Writing Process

Topic2: The Writing Scoring System

Topic3: Academic Writing



	Chapter 2: 

Topic Sentence
	Topic1: Topic Sentence
Topic2: Linguistic Clinic: Run-ons & Comma Splices

Topic3: Linguistic Clinic: Word Choice


	Chapter 3: 

Supporting Sentences
	Topic1: Supporting Sentences
Topic2: Facts vs. Opinions
Topic3: Writing tool-grammarly


	Chapter 4: 

Concluding Sentence
	Topic1: Concluding Sentence
Topic2: How to Paraphrase
Topic3: Writing tool--Linggle



	Chapter 5: 

Narrative Paragraph
	Topic1: Narrative Paragraph
Topic2: Linguistic Clinic: Capitalization
Topic3: Writing tool--Thesaurus


	Chapter 6: 

Descriptive Paragraph
	Topic1: Descriptive Paragraph
Topic2: Strategies of Description
Topic3: How to Describe a Chart
Topic4: Writing tool--academic phrasebank


	Chapter 7: 

Process Paragraph


	Topic1: Process Paragraph
Topic2: How to Describe Diagrams and Flow Charts
Topic3: How to Describe Maps


	Chapter 8: 

Definition Paragraph
	Topic1: Definition Paragraph
Topic2: Linguistic Clinic: Omit Needless Words
Topic3: Linguistic Clinic: Royal Order of Adjectives



	Chapter 9: 

Exemplification Paragraph
	Topic1: Exemplification Paragraph
Topic2: Logical Division of Ideas
Topic3: From Paragraph to Essay


	Chapter 10: 

Introduction and Conclusion
	Topic1: Introduction
Topic2: Unity & Coherence
Topic3: Conclusion


	Chapter 11: 

Exposition and Argumentation
	Topic1: Exposition
Topic2: Argumentation
Topic3: Sample workshop: process of pencil production


	Chapter 12: 

Cause and Effect Essay
	Topic1: Cause/Effect Essays
Topic2: How to Write a Summary
Topic3: Sample workshop-revision


	Chapter 13: 

Classification Essays
	Topic1: Classification Essays
Topic2: Linguistic Clinic: Active Voice vs. Passive Voice
Topic3: Sample workshop--public health


	Chapter 14: 

Comparison vs. Contrast
	Topic1: Comparison vs. Contrast
Topic2: Information Online
Topic3: Sample workshop--verb collocation


	Chapter 15: 

Academic Integrity
	Topic1: Plagiarism
Topic2: In-text Citation & Quotation
Topic3: Paraphrase and Summary
Topic4: Writing tool--citation generator


	Chapter 16: 

Review & Exam


	Topic1: Review: Paragraph
Topic2: Review: Essay
Topic3: Linguistic Clinic: Common Mistakes
Topic4: Writing tool--Abstract generator



