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中南财经政法大学课程教学大纲

Course Syllabus of

Zhongnan University of Economics and Law

	Course Title: Special Topics in International Economic Cooperation

	Course Code
	51033003
	Semester
	2nd semester

	Teaching Hours
	32
	Credits
	2

	Prerequisites
	Mediate level understanding of micro- and macroeconomics;

Basic knowledge of international trade and finance.

	Instructor Information

	Name
	Yingying ZENG
	Email
	yingyingzeng@zuel.edu.cn

	Institute
	School of Economics, ZUEL

	Applicable Object
	International Students

	Course Objectives
	This course intends to:

· provide an in-depth discourse and further enable students’ understanding of the status-quo and logic on the international economic cooperation. Specifically, the manners, magnitude and cooperation mechanisms, examined by this course, covers not only the level of state actor (for instance on the country level as often emphasized by traditional courses), but also on varied levels of city, transnational companies, international or transnational organizations, individual actors; 
· involve doctoral students to utilize their theoretical knowledge to analyse the issues in question, and incentivize independent study, in particular, by introducing and discussing previous practices and latest development;
· to enable in-depth grasp of the broad and basic theory of world economics:
· to understand the current situation and research trends of this discipline, so as to encourage students’ independent scientific research and improve research skills.

	Course Description

(200 words)
	Adding to the doctoral program’s aim of examining in depth the global economy as well as exploring the laws and trends of the world economy, this course focuses upon the following research areas/themes: sustainable development, international trade and finance, climate change adaptation and mitigation. In particular, real world complexities and research topics are addressed and discussed.

Teaching method:

· lecturing (main teaching method); 
· heuristic and research-based teaching; 
· case study and discussion.

	Assessment Methods
	· Daily presentation & participation in the course discussion (10%);

· Mid-term presentation (40%);

· Final presentation & paper (50%).

	· Textbooks and References
	· 彭水军等.碳排放的国家责任核算方案[J].经济研究,2016(3).

· 廖凡. 全球治理背景下人类命运共同体的阐释与构建[J]. 中国法学, 2018 (5).
· 田行健,江涌.资本积累视角中的“逆全球化”问题[J].当代世界与社会主义,2018(06).

· 蔡昉，全球化、趋同与中国经济发展[J].世界经济与政治. 2019(03).

· 刘伟等.新时代中国特色社会主义政治经济学视阈下的人类命运共同体[J].管理世界, 2019(03).

· 吴志成、吴宇.习近平外交思想析论[J].世界经济与政治,2020(02).

· 康晓.逆全球化下的全球治理：中国与全球气候治理转型[M].社会科学文献出版社,2020.

· 熊光清，新型全球化的兴起及发展趋势[J].人民论坛. 2021.
· 陶平生. 全球治理视角下共建“一带一路”国际规则的遵循、完善和创新[J]. 管理世界, 2020, 36 (5).
· 李堃, 王奇. 基于文献计量方法的碳排放责任分配研究发展态势分析[J]. 环境科学学报, 2019, 39 (7).
· 吕忠梅, 王国飞. 中国碳排放市场建设: 司法问题及对策[J]. 甘肃社会科学, 2016 (5).

· 龙英锋. “一带一路”国家碳减排复合机制构建[J]. 会计与经济研究, 2019, 33 (2).
· Posner, E. A., & Weisbach, D. A. (2010). Climate change justice. Princeton University Press.

· Ostrom, Elinor. 2010. "Beyond Markets and States: Polycentric Governance of Complex Economic Systems." American Economic Review, 100 (3): 641-72.DOI: 10.1257/aer.100.3.641
· Soltau, F. 2009. Fairness in International Climate Change Law and Policy. Cambridge Press.
· Stern,N.,The Economics of Climate Change[J]. American Economic Review, 2008,98:2.

· Nordhaus,W.,Climate Change: Ultimate Challenge for Economics[J].American Economic Review, 2019.

	Course planning

	Chapter 1

 (2 lectures; 3rd-4th week)
	Topic: Emerging poly-centric global governance     
Discussion 1: why the cooperation? -- perspective of sustainable development goals (SDGs)
Discussion 2: cooperate with who? how to cooperate? 
· Actors involved, cooperation forms and/or mechanisms:

 1) public sectors: government (national & local governments), IGO

 2) private sectors and private regulation: transnational companies, international or transnational organizations, individual actors
· Introduction on international law and institutional background on global cooperation
Discussion 3: Top-down or bottom-up cooperation? 

	Chapter 2

 (2 lectures; week 3-4)
	Topic: Cooperation on international trade and finance -- Globalization or anti-globalization?
Content: 
· Background: trade theory & policy, trade blocs (e.g. RCEP)

· Globalization or anti-globalization: theoretical development, obstacles and ways ahead

Case study of US-Cino cooperation: trade measures & countermeasures

· Anti-dumping duties, countervailing duties (CVDs)

· Trade barriers (tariff) 

· Banned use of Tiktok, Wechat & Xiaomi in the US

· Case of huawei: extra-territorial application of legislation     
· Blocking statute: EU vs. China
· Unreliable Entity List

Discussion 1: Will Bangladesh Benefit by Joining RCEP? (notes: both doctoral students come from Bangladesh)

Discussion 2: How does COVID shape international economic cooperation (e.g. trade or foreign investment)?

	Chapter 3

 (2 lectures; week 5-6)
	Topic: cooperation on climate change in a warmer climate

Content: 

 §1. climate change events -> international cooperation, UNFCCC & PA 

 §2. carbon neutrality: definition, legal institution and pathways

 §3. climate policy 

   Special subject 1: carbon trade

   Special subject 2: beef emissions mitigation

   Special subject 3:climate litigation
Discussion:
1) welfare effects of carbon trade;  

2) based on the advantages and disadvantages of carbon trade, is it suitable policy in your country and, further, in what sectors?  

3) check the table on 'carbon policy instruments', what is more suitable policy to curtail beef emissions?  

4) should we stop eating beef altogether?

	Chapter 4

 (2 lectures; week 7-8)
	Topic: International cooperation on sustainable development goals (SDGs) 
Content: 

· 17 SDGs and the status quo

· GRI standards & assessment criteria
· Corporate Sustainability Report (CSR) (corporate level)

· ESG investment (int. finance)
Discussion: 

	Chapter 5

(final week)
	Topic 1: a course summary 

Topic 2: climate and trade, GVC & accounting principles 
Discussion:how to reform the emissions accounting rules across Global Value Chain?

Task: Each student chose one of the questions/topics to discuss.
· Has international trade made the climate change problem worse? 

· Can international trade be part of the solution? 

· Does our experience with trade agreements have implications for the design of climate agreements? 


