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中南财经政法大学课程教学大纲

Course Syllabus of

Zhongnan University of Economics and Law

	Course Title: Hot Issues of International Politics

	Course Code
	21173261
	Semester
	3

	Teaching Hours
	16
	Credits
	1

	Prerequisites
	Theory and Practice of International Public Law

	Instructor Information

	Name
	WEI Yiran
	Email
	mint_ranran@sina.com

	Institute
	Juris Master Education Center

	Applicable Object
	JM students

	Course Objectives
	The aim of this course is to familiarize Jurist Master’s students with hot topics of international politics. Firstly, it intends to further students’ understanding of important issues of international politics and the implications they have on the theory and practice of international law. Secondly, it enables students to research and evaluate the interaction and relationship between international politics and international law. Thirdly, it helps students to understand and comment on the function of international legal system. Upon completion of this course, students will be able to conduct in-depth analysis of the dynamic interactions between international politics and international law and understand the rationale underlying states’ positions toward international issues. 



	Course Description

(200 words)
	This course introduces hot topics of international politics and its implications on the theory and practice of international law. It is composed of 4 different kinds of issues: territory disputes, war and armed conflicts, climate change and pandemic and the implications that they have on the theory and function of international law. 
This module offers a critical analysis of the interaction between international politics and international legal order and a firm basis upon which to found arguments concerning the importance of international law. The module pays special attention to the way in which the evolution and operation of the international politics works and the impact they have on global legal order influence not only international relations, but also daily domestic life.

At the end of the course students will be able to assess, both internally and in context, the main rules, doctrines and institutions of PIL. Students will also develop the necessary tools to reflect critically on some of the most important problems and tensions that define the contemporary global order: from border issues resulting from the end of the colonization, war and armed conflicts and how they shape the modern armed conflict law, to the everyday effects of climate change and pandemic in both the Global South and the Global North.


	Assessment Methods
	The academic performance of students will be assessed by a combination of methods:
1. Presence at classes (10%), 
2. Classroom oral presentations (40%), 
3. Term paper (50%). 
(Total score: 100.) 



	Textbooks and References
	Textbooks
1. Anne Orford, International Law and the Politics of History (Cambridge University Press, 2021).

2. Martti Koskenniemi, The Politics of International Law (Hart Publishing, 2011).
3. Martin Dixon, Robert McCorquodale, and Sarah Williams, Cases & Materials on International Law (OUP, 6th edn., 2017). 
References 
1. Alan Boyle and Christine Chinkin, The Making of International Law (OUP, 2007).
2. Antony Anghie, Imperialism, Sovereignty and the Making of International Law (CUP, 2007).
3. Bill Bowring, The Degradation of the International Legal Order? The Rehabilitation of Law and the Possibility of Politics (Glasshouse, 2008).

4. Bruno Simma, Daniel-Erasmus Khan, Georg Nolte and Andreas Paulus (eds), The Charter of the United Nations: A Commentary (OUP, 3rd edn, 2012). 

5. Phil C.W. Chan, China, State Sovereignty and International Legal Order (Brill 2014). 

Online resources:
6. Permanent Mission of PRC to the UN: http://www.china-un.org/eng/

7. The UN: https://www.un.org/

8. China’s legal documents included in the database maintained by DOALOSL: https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/STATEFILES/CHN.htm.
9. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China: https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/ljzg/3647/3648/default.htm.
10. ICJ: https://www.icj-cij.org/en/cases

11. International Law Commission (ILC): http://www.un.org/law/ilc/index.htm

12. WTO: https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_e.htm
Academic Websites:

13. American Society of International Law: https://www.asil.org/

14. European Society of International Law: http://www.esil-sedi.eu/

15. International Network for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: https://www.escr-net.org/


	Course planning

	1
	Border Dispute
1. Hot issues

2. Oral presentations

3. Legal implications

4. Discussions



	2 
	War and armed conflict 
1. Hot issues

2. Oral presentations

3. Legal implications

4. Discussions


	3
	Climate change
1. Hot issues

2. Oral presentations

3. Impact on international law
4. Discussions


	4
	Pandemic
1. Hot issues

2. Oral presentations

3. Impact on international law
4. Discussions



