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中南财经政法大学课程教学大纲

Course Syllabus of

Zhongnan University of Economics and Law

	Course Title: Thematic Discussion on International Organizations (国际组织专题)

	Course Code
	21173266
	Semester
	3

	Teaching Hours
	16
	Credits
	1

	Prerequisites
	None

	Instructor Information

	Name
	Wenshou Yan
	Email
	wenshou.yan@zuel.edu.cn

	Institute
	School of Business Administration, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law

	Applicable Object
	International Students

	Course Objectives
	1. Ideological and political objectives: Persevere in cultivating people with Xi Jinping's new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and guide students to understand the current situations of international organizations, the important role of China in participation in international organizations. Through learning this course, students can enhance their political, ideological and emotional recognition of the Party's innovative theory, and strengthen their road, theoretical, institutional and cultural self-confidence in socialism with Chinese characteristics. 

2. Knowledge objectives: To enable students to understand the definitions of variety of international organizations, the development status, system evolutions and development strategy of international organizations. Master the roles of international organizations in trade, foreign direct investment, world sustainable development, food security et al. In addition, the students should catch and understand the challenging characteristics in future reform and development.  
3. Ability goals: To enable students to have independent understanding and systematically sort out the development laws of the objective world; Cultivate students' thinking ability to understand the essence of things; Make students have the ability to combine theoretical knowledge with practical development practice closely; Cultivate students' innovative thinking ability. 

4. Quality goals: To enable students to establish and grasp the consciousness of the essence of things; Establish practical ability and lifelong learning consciousness; Making students establish practice is to test the development concept consciousness of theory.

	Course Description

(200 words)
	There has been an explosion in the number of international organizations since the end of the Second World War. This course looks at a broad range of international organizations with various aims from economic and political governance to security cooperation, and discuss the changes and evolutions these international organizations have undergone. Specifically, we will cover four lectures. First, we aim to understand the definitions and evolution history of variety of international organizations, including World Trade Organizations (WTO), International Monetary Fund (IMF), International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), World Bank (WB) and other international organizations. Second, we move forward to understanding the necessaries to set up those international organizations. The targets, functions and objectives of these international organizations will be learned further. More importantly, the roles of WTO, IMF, IFPRI, WB and other international organization in international trade, foreign direct investment, exchange rate system, financial stability, food security, food price stability, world hungry, poverty, inequality, world economic governance, world political order and sustainable development. As an important component, the current development difficulties and challenges of related international organizations are analyzed combined with academic research papers and comments from government officers, and commenters from the society. Finally, the course will discuss and put forward reform directions for those related international organizations.    

	Assessment Methods
	1. Class attendance 

2. Class assignments and discussions (30%)
3. A short essay in English (70%) (Notes: 3000-5000 words). 


	Textbooks and References
	1. World Trade Organization (2022). Annual report. 
2. World Trade Organization and Uri Dadush. (2022). The future of global value chains and the role of the WTO. WTO Working Papers.

3. International Monetary Fund (2022). World Economic Outlook. https://www.imf.org/en/Home
4.International Monetary Fund (2022). Global Financial Stability Report. https://www.imf.org/en/Home. 
5. International Food Policy Research (2022). Global food policy report: Climate change and food systems. https://www.ifpri.org/publication/2022-global-food-policy-report-climate-change-and-food-systems.
6. International Organisations (2022). https://ec.europa.eu/education/knowledge-centre-interpretation/international-organisations_en

	Course planning

	Lecture 1 (4 hours)

Topic 1 Introduction and WTO
	1. Introduction of this course
2. The role of international organizations

3. The classifications of international organization
4. Targets of World Trade Organizations (WTO)

5. Evolutions of WTO

6. The role of WTO in international trade

7. The effects of WTO in Global Value China

8. The role of WTO in current international economic governance
9. The challenges of current WTO rules and law
10. WTO and its reform to version 2.0 & 3.0.

	Lecture 2 (4 hours)

Topic 2 International Monetary Fund (IMF)
	1. The necessaries to set up IMF

2. The targets and objective of IMF

3. Evolutions and development of IMF

4. The role of IMF and sustainable development goals in world finance

5. IMF and global financial stability 

6. Exchange rate and IMF

7. The challenges of current development of IMF

8. The reform of IMF and its future development

	Lecture 3 (4 hours)

International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)

	1. The necessaries to set up IFPRI

2. The targets and objective of IFPRI

3. Evolutions and development of IFPRI 

4. IFPRI and world food security
5. IFPRI and nutrition transition system
6. IFPRI and poverty, inequality, sustainable development

7. The challenges of current development of IFPRI
8. The reform of IFPRI and its future development

	Lecture 4 (4 hours)

World Bank (WB) and other international organizations

	1. Evolutions of the World Bank
2. The leadership of World Bank

3. World Bank and world economic development

4. The reform of Word Bank and future development

5. The role of China and World Bank

6. The introduction of other international organizations (United Nations, International Governmental Organizations, G20, Organization of American States, World Health Organization, European Parliament et al.)


