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中南财经政法大学课程教学大纲

Course Syllabus of

Zhongnan University of Economics and Law

	Course Title:                             International Trade

	Course Code
	41102004
	Semester
	1

	Teaching Hours
	32
	Credits
	2

	Prerequisites
	Macroeconomics

	Instructor Information

	Name
	Tan Zhi
	Email
	angelwhitesnow@126.com

	Institute
	International Economics and Trade Department

	Applicable Object
	International Students

	Course Objectives
	As you study economics, you will find that you are developing skills in graphical analysis and computation.  This field uses abstract theoretical models, and you will become accustomed to using models to represent and understand the impact of trade policies on the economy.  Because of the variety of skills required in the study of economics, testing and problem sets will incorporate a mix of computation, graphical analysis and conceptual understanding.



	Course Description

(200 words)
	This is an international trade course designed for foreign majors who desire a broad overview of international trade theory and policy. This class will be divided into two main subject areas. The first will be devoted to looking at trade models and theories. This segment of the class will be devoted to looking at economic models and theories. The focus of this section of the class will be to understand why countries trade, the benefits (and sometimes costs) of trade, and the impact of protectionism. The second will focus on the political economy of trade and studies the ways in which countries control or limit trade through the use of tariffs, quotas, and other measures. We will look at the impact that these measures have on society as a whole, and the political processes that lead policy-makers to sometimes adopt, and at other times reject, trade barriers.    



	Assessment Methods
	The course grade will be based on our evaluation of class participation (30%), final class presentation (50%)，and final paper(20%).



	Textbooks and References
	Textbook:

Paul R. Krugman, Maurice Obsfeld, Marc J. Melitz:’International Economics: Theory & Policy, 9th edition, Pearson, 
References:
Krugman on modern trade theory

Roy J. Ruffin: Nature and Significance of Intraindustry Trade
Ornis, Magda (Dec 2006), U.S. Corn Sweeteners and Mexican Sugar: Agreement at Last!, United States International Trade Commission Undersatanding the WTO
Devereaux, Lawrence, Watkins. 2006. Case Studies in US trade Negotiations

Daniel Dombey, Andrew Bounds: “Russia and EU resolve flight dispute”, The Financial Times Limited Nov, 2006

Spiegel. 2000. Will the great banana war ever end: will the tariff only system be the solution. Published in: Boston College International & Comparative Law Review, Vol. 24. No. 1, 2000.


	Course planning

	Chapter 1
	Topic1:Introduction: what is international trade?

Topic2:World Trade: An Overview: who trades with whom? The changing pattern of world trade

Assignment: what is the pattern of your own country



	Chapter 2 
	Presentations of the pattern of your own country

Topic1:labour productivity and comparative advantage

Homework



	Chapter 3
	problems in homework

Topic1:the H-O model

Topic2:the standard trade model



	Chapter 4
	Topic1:External economies of scale and the international location of production

Topic2:Firms in the global economy

Assignment: Multinationals in your country or of your country?



	Chapter 5
	Presentations: Multinationals in your country or of your country?

Topic1:The instruments of trade policy

Homework



	Chapter 6
	problems in homework

Topic1:The political economy of trade policy 

Assignment: dispute cases 



	Chapter 7
	Presentations and discussion of dispute cases

Topic1: Trade policy in developing countries

Assignment: what are your country’s trade policies?



	Chapter 8
	Presentations and discussion of your own countries’ trade policies

Topic1:. controversies in trade policy

Discussion: what do you think about globalization?




