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	Course Title: Research Methodology and writing skills

	Course Code
	51053001
	Semester
	

	Teaching Hours
	32
	Credits
	2

	Prerequisites
	None

	Instructor Information

	Name
	Armenak Antinyan
	Email
	antinyan.armenak@gmail.com

	Institute
	School of Wenlan

	Applicable Object
	International Students

	Course Objectives
	This is a seminar class in which everyone’s active participation is not only encouraged, but expected.
After this course, students are expected to: a) Analyze academic writing for audience, purpose, organization, style, and flow b) Identify standard elements of research papers c) Write summaries, critical reviews, and essays a. Follow the process of composition: prewriting, outlining, drafting, revising and editing b. Use formal academic style c. Integrate outside sources with original content d. Use field-appropriate in-text and end-of-text references d) Use university resources for writing support, including campus and online resources. 
     Good essays don’t appear spontaneously. They emerge, usually, from many time-consuming drafts: with each draft, the writer moves closer to what she or he wants to say. The first draft or two is always more like a conversation a writer has with him- or herself than it is a communication with readers.
After exploring and developing their ideas through successive drafts, writers can then turn their drafts to “face” an audience, anticipating and shaping readers’ responses to the essay’s ideas. 


	Course Description
(200 words)
	This course will discuss in general the key principles of effective and efficient academic writing. It will provide key techniques, guidelines and suggestions to improve your academic written communication. It will give hands-on experience in drafting, organizing and revising academic texts. The Research Methodology and Writing Skills course will be designed for students who are can communicate fluently with both Chinese and English and course content may mainly rely on reading and discussing academic publications. By studying the published articles and discuss them in the classes, you are expected to learn how to turn a general thought into a specific research idea, how to search literature, how is a research project to be worked out and finally, how to write a professional research paper.


	Assessment Methods
	Course paper




	Textbooks and References
	
1. Creswell, John W., and J. David Creswell. Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches. Sage publications, 2017.
1. Glennerster, Rachel, and Kudzai Takavarasha. Running randomized evaluations: A practical guide. Princeton University Press, 2013.


	Course planning

	Chapter 1
	1. General overview of the class
1. Introduction to different research designs
1. Discussion about the strengths and weaknesses of various research designs.






	Chapter 2 
	1. Importance of research ethics
1. Formulating a research question 






	Chapter 3
	Quantitative research: Survey Studies
1. Introduction to different types of survey designs
1. Introduction to the structure of the questionnaire
1. Tips for writing survey questions



	Chapter 4
	Quantitative research: Survey Studies
1. Different data collection methodologies
1. Data Analysis and visualization with STATA






	Chapter 5
	Quantitative research: Experimental Studies
1. Introduction to different types of experimental studies
1. The importance of experiments for public policy
1. Why randomize? 



	Chapter 6
	Quantitative research: Experimental Studies
1. The importance of power calculation for an experimental study
1. Threats to running (field) experiments
1. Three cases studies of experiments solving real-world policy problems


	Chapter 7
	Quantitative research: Experimental Studies
1. Randomization exercise with STATA 
1. Data Analysis and visualization with STATA


	Chapter 8
	Qualitative research & Mixed Methods
1. Introduction to qualitative research techniques
1. Data collection procedures
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Data recording procedures
1. Basic Analysis of qualitative data 
1. Advantages and shortcomings of qualitative research
1. Introduction to mixed methods research, study designs
1. Writing a scientific paper (if we have time left)
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